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\the members of this Cormltiee were convened ia tne night

ol 9 o 10 July to Isarn of an of ficial Kremiin statement on Beria's aoverthrow.
Uhile the sistement was being read there was greaf, commotion ameng the conferees,
Jfollewad Ty a silence which extended over minutes. Hermenn Axen then declared
that, both “he Felitburo and the Central Commiittee would refrain from corments of
their own. &t the present mement, it was the chief concern of the Central Committee
io countersct all symptoms of tenic and confusion as observed among perty functio-
ravies and members inrediately after Stalin's death,

25X1 2. | the conferees, after leeling confounded; had be-

srayed & feeiing of relief, 1he sutsequent discussions had revealed the existence
of two difrarent rodies of opinion, One thesis was that it had now tecore clear
why no unanbiguous directives kad been given 5o the SED lealership. The execution
"af the new z-urse as distinet from the Stalin course had besn thuwarted by Berie,
7% had teen Feris’s intenifon to becore Stalinfs successor and he had wanted to
contirme Stalin's ruthless policy. Beria's overthrow had removed the declsive
obstacle in the promotion of the new course. This 2nalysis would slse explain vwhy
the state security organs hed been unatle to cope with the situatlon on 16 and 17
June. All trese unpleasant things heppened because Wilhelm Zaisser was ordered
by Feria nct to intervene effectively, in crder to give the latier a chanse of pro-
ving to his Kremlin colleagu2s that the new course steered by ther was fatal and
would set off a povement beyord control. Eeria had tried to nip the new course

in the bud.

i

The other imction within the fentral Comrittee consisted of those rembers who,

sfter demenov voiced his eriticism epainst the SED leadership and encouraged the
isaders of sc-celled bourgeois parties, initdated disciplinary procedure of the
suprems yerty tribunsl against themselves. This group, which ,allegedly, included
Fmitz Blert and Werbert 'arnke, supported the Ultricht course and were apgainsi

&11 conceszions mede to the CDU, LDP, end NDP. A:ee:lding to them, the Ergvde state.
ment indiceted thet Feriz was sccused of naving toycotted the official party

roltey by persuing a poliey of surrender vis-e-vis capitalism, This tody of opinion
tnerefore i21d that Ferda had stonsored the new course. They supported this view
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by pointing ocut that Peris hed tried to undermine the system of collec—
tive fariing. The same had heprened in Fast Germany, vihers the develops
ment of the farmers' production cooperatives hzd been stopped and farrers
vere allowed to leave these cooperatives. The new zconomic policy purs
sued in Hast Germany, by encoursging rrivate trade snd swall and medim
vrivate enterprises, also reflected the beris line, which would needs lead
to u rogtoration of capitalism. In this comnection, reference  was also
made to Teriat's encouragement of bourgeois nationaslism in the corponent
reputlica of the USSR, a line of polliey which was zlso ordered by Semenow
in Bast Germany, where bourgeois politiclans like Muschite, THieckmann,

Dr. Loch, Dr. Eolz, and the former officer «liique assemtled in the NDFD
wers being vreferred to the 014 Guard of Communiste,vhe were being pushed
inty the tackground and even prosecuted. From all theue arguments, the
latter faction concluded thet Reria wss responsitle for the neu course of
gurrender, which eculd a%.,. be observed in Hungary, Ukreine,end Georgia,
Berla‘s home country. Consequently, it was only losicsl to expect that
after Peria®s [all, Stalin's policy would te resumed, They believed that
the old guard would te rehauilitated, the bourgsois elements shown the
plrces where they belonged, and Semenov., Yeria's man, reprimanded, if not
called back and punished. The unwavering protagonists of the old coucrse
such asg Ulbricht would retwrn to fawvoer,
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